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I RAN : ISLAMIC REPUBLICAN PARTY PRESSE S OFFENSIVE 


Ayatollah Baheshti's Islamic Republican Party (-IRP) is contmu 
inc its drive to r eutralize its principal opponents: 3am Sadr 
and the left, particularly the Mujahiddin al-Khalq. Khomeini 

seems unable cr'uryilling to prevent the resulting weakening of 
3ani-Sadr ' s wing. We see Khomeini's refusal to censure the party 
increasing clericcl dominat ion of Iran. 


XI 


The IRP is determined to eliminate all opposition forces and 
dominate the new government.. 'To achieve its goals,, the I. is. 

actively supporting Khomeini's demand that the bureaucracies 

be purged, a process that will eliminate a reservoir of 
support for Fani-Sadr; — — 

— encouraging byatollah Khalkhali’s "reign of terror" (some 
"intellectuals" executed on trumped-up drug- 
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— insisting th««t the credentials of possible opposition par- 
1 i ament ari an j; be examined (a July 8 Iranian news report 
cays that Airiral Madeni • s credentials will^be reviewed 

a.nd 
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vagina a verbal campaign against the Mujahidd in^/" 

/ 


Khomeini hi is 
speeches stressing 
the face of "inner 
under which the Ii 
done the main ten ar 
servation of the r 
thus puts Bani-Sacl 
power. 

Nonetheless, 
attacked by disclc: 
who apparently adr 
general of Wes t A:; 
to dissatis f act ioi 
support. We have 
indications point 

DOS REVIEW COMPLETED 


played into Beheshti ' s hands. Khomeini's vague 
the need for Islamic decisiveness and unity m 
ialist threats" provide the ideological umbrella 
P can freely act. The speeches essentially con- 
ce of the decentralized status quo and the pre- 
evolutionary apparatus and fervor . ... This rhetoric 
.r on the defensive“in his- efforts; to centralize 


*-he IRP has problems. Bani-Sadr has counter- 
sing tapes of an Islamic Republican party member 
oeated a coup. Moreover the Iranian governor- 
erbaijan claims that Beheshti' s tactics have led 
within IRP ranks and to the loss of Khomeini 3 
no evidence to confirm this last claim. Most 
toward a continuing -consolidation_o_f -IRP power. 
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